“The Outcasts of Poker Flat” Study Guide

Characters

John Oakhurst – Gambler

the Duchess – painted lady

Mother Shipton – old and witchy

Uncle Billy – “sluice robber” (steals gold from gold sifters) and drunkard

Tom Simpson – “the Innocent” – a young and naive man

Piney Woods – young naïve woman – engaged to Tom

1. What change in attitude does Oakhurst notice about the people in Poker Flat? (593) They have become cold to Oakhurst’s presence. There was a chill in the air- a Sabbath lull.
2. Why does Oakhurst think the town wants to get rid of him? (593) He won too much money from people gambling.

3. A secret committee was divided on whether to kill or banish Oakhurst. Why are they divided on this issue? ( 593) The people who lost money from him want him gone. The people who won money from him want him to stay.

4. Why are Oakhurst, the Duchess, Mother Shipton, and Uncle Billy banished from Poker Flat? (594) They are considered bad sinners.

5. What does Oakhurst do for the Duchess to let us know he is a gentleman? (594) He lets her ride his horse.

6. Which character wanted to cut the heart out of somebody? (594) Mother Shipton

7. The banished group head to what town? Sandy Bar How long should the trip take? (594) One day

8. Why is Oakhurst concerned about the group stopping? It’s getting dark, and the weather is changing. What influences them not to listen to him? They’ve been drinking, and they are tired. What keeps Oakhurst from being under the same influence and why? (595) 
9. How did Oakhurst get to know Tom Simson? He won money from Tom in a poker game. Why is Tom devoted to Oakhurst? (595)

10. How old is Piney Wood, and what are she and Tom planning to do? (595) 16-They are eloping.

11. Why does Tom think it will be all right for the group to camp out together? (595) He thinks it will be fun, and he has more provisions (food/water) to share with everyone.

12. What doesn’t Tom realize about the Duchess when he suggests she and Piney share sleeping quarters? (595) He thinks she is a refined lady. She is really a prostitute.

13. What happened overnight to make Oakhurst truly worried? (597) It snowed.
14. What doesn’t the innocent realize about Uncle Billy? He had stolen the provisions and horses/mules. Why does Oakhurst not tell him the truth? He doesn’t want to worry him or let him know there are bad people in this world. (597)

15. How does Tom feel about the group being stuck together for a week and probably why? (597) He thinks it will be fun. He is sure they will have enough provisions. He is innocent and really doesn’t understand the seriousness of the situation.
16. What musical instruments keep the group entertained? An accordion and bone castanets  Who brought them? (599) Tom Simson 

17. What name did the Duchess and Mother Shipton use when referring to Piney? (600) the  child
18. What story does Tom Shipton share with the group? (600) The Iliad
19. Why was Mother Shipton’s health fading fast? She was starving herself . Why was she doing it? (600) She was saving her food for Piney.
20. What does Oakhurst give Tom? Snowshoes What does he tell him to do? (601) Go for help
21. What happened to Piney and the Duchess? (601) They froze to death in each other’s arms.

22. Why did Oakhurst, who seemed the strongest, consider himself the weakest of the group? (602) He committed suicide.
